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Introduction 

Assumptions ς basic knowledge of thermalling, 
Macready, navigation, airspace and gadgets 

 

PART 1 - Thermal Soaring - expanding on John 
/ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ŀƴŘ aƛƪŜ ¢ƻƳƭƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ нлмо ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

 

PART 2 - DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /Ǌƻǎǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ CƭȅƛƴƎΧΦΦ 

ÅPreparation 

ÅTop Tips and Common Errors 

ÅInteractive Q&A 



Part 1 - Thermal Soaring 

ÅLookout 

ÅHandling 

ÅLocation 

ÅCentring 

ÅSelection 

ÅDecision Making 
 



LOOKOUT 

ÅFLARM is not a substitute for good lookout 

ÅLOOK BEFORE TURNING by turning your head 
BEFORE moving the stick ς to the SIDE and UP 

ÅTRIM 

ÅMaintain a regular lookout while turning ς 
scan horizon both into turn and ahead 

ÅLOOK OUTSIDE THE TURN before 
STRAIGHTENING / RECENTRING 

ÅLOOK OUTSIDE THE TURN AND BELOW 
BEFORE LEAVING 

 

 

 



HANDLING 

Å30 deg bank minimum 

ÅConsistent 40 ς 45 deg bank desirable 

ÅATTITUDE, TRIM, AIRSPEED, ATTITUDE  

ÅSENSES ς FEEL, HEAR, OBSERVE ς LOOK OUT 
ÅSPEED APPROPRIATE 

ÅCIRCLE BOTH WAYS 

 



LOCATION 

ÅCloud, Sun, Wind, Surface, Slope, Shadow,  
Convergence, Birds, Smoke, Wave, Ridge etc 

ÅMental Model 

ÅCloud Recognition 

ÅTrigger Points 

ÅWalk in the woods 

ÅObservation 

ÅFly sensitively 

 

 



Cloud Recognition 



Learning Point ς Observe Both Tops 
and Base. Tops = History? Base = Now 



Classic Cumulus Lifecycle 



Cumulus ς Base Detail 

Look Hard for Step or 
Moving Tendrils 



5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ-ƻǳǘ άǊǳŦŦέ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŜǇ 


